




The United Methodist Church is found 
throughout much of the world. 
There are over 8 million United 

Methodists in the U.S.A. 

There are over 5 million United 
Methodists in the Africa.  This number 

is growing rapidly! 

United Methodism is growing rapidly 
in South Korea as well. 

There is a revival of United Methodism 
in Cuba, Costa Rica, and much of the 

rest of the Latin American world. 

United Methodism is experiencing a 
resurgence in northern Europe and 

Russia. 

The most Methodist country in the 
world is “The Kingdom of Tonga,” 
where the king is a certified lay 

preacher. 

To learn more about our excellent 
world outreach, see: 

www.umc.org 



The Bible and the teachings of 
Jesus Christ is the primary source 
of teaching and authority in The 

United Methodist Church. 



“The Book of 
Discipline of the 

United Methodist 
Church” is the 

authority by which 
United Methodists  

organize themselves. 

“The Book of 
Discipline” helps 
order all of the 

Methodist churches 
throughout the 

world into a 
“connection” that 

assures cooperation. 

It also sees to it that 
each church has an 

identical 
organizational 

pattern so that they 
can cooperate and 
intercommunicate. 



The United Methodist Church meets 
with representatives from throughout 
the world to a convention that meets 
every four years. 

This meeting is called “The General 
Conference.” 
The last General Conference met in 
Tampa, FL in 2012. 

One of the tasks of the General 
Conference is to refine “The Book of 
Discipline.” 

This takes a long time, but it assures 
us that we as Methodists are effective 
in our out-reach. 



The Book of Discipline calls for the 
USA to be divided into 5 different 
areas. 
These areas are called “jurisdictions.” 
Florida is in the southeastern 
jurisdiction. 

The headquarters for the southeastern 
jurisdiction is in Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina. 

There is a retreat center there and it is 
a popular place for meetings, training 
events, and continuing education. 

Representatives from throughout the 
jurisdiction assemble for a conference 
every 4 years to elect bishops. 



During the last 
Jurisdictional Conference, in 

2012, Bishop Ken Carter 
was elected and ordained.  

He was sent to be the 
leader of the Florida 

Conference. 

Bishop Carter’s office is 
located in Lakeland. 

He gives oversight and 
leadership to the almost 
900 churches and their 

pastors. 

Bishop Carter sees to it that 
Florida United Methodists 
are effective in outreach 

and ministry. 

Bishop Carter sees that 
Florida United Methodists 
are supportive of missions 

and churches in Cuba, Haiti, 
and Angola.  

To learn more, see: 
www.flumc.org 



Most United 
Methodists in Florida 
are members of “The 
Florida Conference of 
the United Methodist 

Church.” 



I say “most” 
Floridians are in the 
Florida Conference.  
Methodists west of 
the Appalachicola 

River are in the 
“Alabama-West 

Florida Conference. 

The Florida 
Conference is sub-

divided into 9 
districts. 



Stuart is located in 
the “Atlantic Central 

District.”  The 
headquarters are in 

Vero Beach. 



Rev. Gary Spencer 
represents Bishop Carter in 
the Atlantic Central District 
of the Florida Conference. 

Rev. Spencer’s office is in 
Vero Beach. 

Rev. Spencer’s oversees 
almost 100 churches in our 

district. 

He meets with pastors 
throughout the year to 

work on everything from 
missions to outreach. 

As my District 
Superintendent, he is my 

boss! 

Bishop Carter, Rev. Spencer, 
the other pastors, and the 
lay leadership get together 

each year to refine our 
vision. 

This meeting is called “The 
Florida Annual Conference.” 



The Florida Annual Conference of the UMC 
meets in Lakeland. 



As Florida United Methodists, we own 
and operate an excellent camping 

ministry.  It is called the “Warren W. 
Willis United Methodist Youth Camp.”  

It is in Fruitland Park, Florida, near 
Leesburg. 

To learn more, see: www.warrenwilliscamp.org 



As Florida United Methodists, we own 
and operate a great retreat center.  
Also in Fruitland Park, it is called:  

“The Life Enrichment Center.” 

To learn more, see: http://www.lecretreats.org/ 



As Florida United Methodists, we support 
campus ministries at: FSU, U of F, UNF, 
FAMU, Stetson, UNF, Gulf Coast U, USF, 
UM, and Bethune-Cookman College. 



United Methodists participate in UMCOR; 
a ministry that responds to natural 
disasters.  UMCOR responds to worldwide 
needs and is the first to get there and the 
last to leave.          http://www.umcor.org/ 



United Methodists founded “Africa 
University” in Old Mutare Mission, 

Zimbabwe.    www.africau.edu/ 



United Methodists are committed to 
ending Malaria epidemics.  It is 100% 
beatable.  You might be interested in 
joining the cause. 
http://imaginenomalaria.org/ 



The vision of the UMC is: 
“Making disciples for the 
transformation of the world.  
You can see we take that 
seriously.  We do that across 
    the street and around 
    the world.  Join us! 



Congratulations!  You 
have completed 

“Methodism 103.” 
Please move on to 
Methodism 104. 


