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A Few Short Words... ., reo Sh

I have a very wise friend who loves to read. Fortunately, this

friend loves to read the thoughts, commentaries, and insights of great
Christian thinkers, preachers, believers, and disciple-makers. Even
more fortunately, this friend loves to isolate the main points of his
readings and then e-mail them to me. His labors save me from read-
ing the tomes. And | am blessed. Even more fortunately yet, this
friend is blessed by the Spirit with discernment. | have atendency to
receive encouragement, correction, guidance and reminders when |
need them most.

Earlier today, my friend sent me a clipping from the writ-
ings of J.C. Ryle. Ryle was a clergyman in the Church of England
in the mid-1800's. He was a brilliant scholar, the leader of his class
at Oxford. He was the son of a wealthy banker and destined to a
career in politics. He had a powerful experience with the Holy Spirit
in church one Sunday morning. The liturgy that day involved read-
ings from the second chapter of Ephesians and it inspired him to
become a servant of Christ. Ryle was ordained and his career even-
tually led him to become dean of the Salisbury cathedral. Ryle was
a leader among the evangelical clergymen of the Church of England
and he left copious polemics, essays, and scripture commentaries.
As you can well imagine, | was blessed to receive a quote from J.C.
Ryl e this morning.

Trials, we must distinctly understand, are a part of the diet
which all true Christians must expect. It is one of the means by
which their graceis proved, and by which they find out what thereis
in themselves. Winter as well as summer - cold as well as heat -
clouds as well as sunshine - are all necessary to bring the fruit of the
Soirit to ripeness and maturity. We do not naturally like this. We
would rather cross the lake with calm weather and favorable winds,
with Christ always by our side, and the sun shining down on our
faces. But it may not be. It is not in this way that God's children
are made ‘partakers of His holiness.” (Hebrews 12:10). Abraham,
and Jacob, and Moses, and David, and Job were all men of many
trials. Let us be content to walk in their footsteps, and to drink of
their cup. In our darkest hours we may seem to be left—but we are
never really alone.

| appreciate J.C. Ryle€'s observations. | am sure
you do too. We in the Christian faith have a tendency to
look to Jesus and pray to Him so that we will be spared
trials. We have a tendency to pray to Jesus for life to be
easy. When trials beset us, we have a tendency to lament
and think that we have actually been abandoned. But
Ryl€'s observation is that many of the saints of the
scriptures show us that their lives involved trials. While
these trials seem like God is far away, the fact is, He is
ever-present. And we find that the challenges of life are
utilized by our redeeming God to shape, form and fashion
us. | am NOT going to pretend that certain trials are
actually enjoyable, especially when they are in the midst
of crisisstage. But | will make this admission; life would
be dull and we would become complacent if we didn’t
have something to test us.

It is at this point where | want to remind you that
Jesus Christ WILL bless your life, and sometimes these
blessings WILL take the shape of a challenge. The
believer who seeks to practice the faith so that trials will
be avoided WILL be disappointed. But the believer that
carries on, that perseveres, that hangsin there, will find the
presence of Jesus even in the midst of the storm, will be
seasoned, strengthened, matured, and blessed.

Keep walking with Jesus!
><> Lovel

Pastor Phillip Short

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF STUART

1500 SOUTH KANNER HWY STUART, FL 34994 {BETWEEN US 1 & MONTEREY RoAD}
PH: (772) 287-6262 FAX: (772) 287-3768 E-MAIL: INFO@STUARTFUMC.ORG WWW.STUARTFUMC.ORG



Any youth, age
11- 18, isinvited to
check out our
exciting youth
Igmtmg Youth For God group!

John 8:12
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Summer Sunday School! 9:30am

Rising Sixth Grade is currently being
taught by Debbie Llopiz in the library

Young Youth “Summer” Sunday

School (rising 7th, 8th and 9th grades) will be

taught by Margie Houmes and will begin on
June 26 in the Choir Room

Youth Group in....

JULY

Sunday, July 10 —Regular Youth Group

Sunday, July 3 —Regular
Youth Group from 6-8pm

from 6-8pm

Sunday, July 17 — No Youth Group — We are on the
senior high mission trip to Immokalee, FL

Sunday, July 24 — Regular Youth
Group from 6-8pm

Sunday, July 31 — Regular Youth
Group from 6-8pm

Meals on Wheels Delivery in July

Wednesday, July 13
Wednesday, July 27

We'll get on the busand deliver
meals to shut-ins...then we'll go eat
lunch together!

Sign-up at Youth Group.

For moreinfo on the Youth Group contact
Christina Buehler, Youth Director at
cbuehler @stuartfumc.org or at
772-287-6262 (church office)

Florida United Methodist Camp
Leesburg, FL
July 4-9

Forty-four middle and high school youth will
be attending Camp this summer. The theme
this year is “Grounded” and the youth are
looking forward to a great week of fun,
fellowship and of learning how to be
grounded in Christ!

WARREN W. WILLIS

UNITED METHODIST CAMP.
i 1948

Immokalee Senior High Mission Trip
July 17-23

In mid July a group of senior high youth and
adults will head to Immokalee, FL to do home
repair work with World Vision. Immokalee is a
poor farming community and the senior high
youth are excited to serve the people of this
area in the name of Jesus!

World Vision

Please pray for the students as they attend Camp and head to
Immokalee! As always, thank you for your ongoing financial
and spiritual support of the youth of our church!

Post Foundation College Scholarships for
High School Graduates

Our church is pleased to announce that we have
scholarship money available this year for two students.

Students must be members of the
church and there must be a
financial need in order to be
considered for the scholarship.
Additional information is available
on the application.

Applications are available from the
church office and the deadline to
apply is July 15, 2011.

;{é Rapids Water Park

Tuesday, July 26
‘Re.lplds

Youth Group meetson Sunday
nights from 6:00 to 8:00pm.
Dinner served at 6pm ($2.00),

fellowship/games, praise and wor ship,
lesson.

Sign-up at Youth Group
GROU

Weare currently travelling through the books of the
Bible with Remix Sixty6, wher e we have alter nating weeks of
large group teaching and age specific small groups.




Children and Family Ministry

Donna Lewis, Director

BASICS

tor K-5th Grades

Curriculum Materials

Imagine the Impossible
July Virtue - Perseverance

Imagine learning to surf as a little kid, competing seriously by age 8, and
winning competitions (as well as catching the attention of sponsors) by
age 9. Imagine being 13, and well on your way to realizing a closely held
dream, when disaster strikes in the form of a 14-foot tiger shark. Then
imagine returning to the water and your board one month later, after
having lost an arm and enduring several surgeries. Pretty remarkable,
wouldn't you say? Nigh on to impossible? That's just part of Bethany
Hamilton's faith story. In the eight years since the attack, this young
woman, a believer, has not only refused to relinquish her dream, she has
re-taught herself to surf, has become competitive again, and is now a
professional surfer. She may have had doubts and questions (who
wouldn't?), but she didn't let go of her faith in God, and she didn't quit,
even when the odds were against her. (If you haven't yet seen the movie
about her ordeal and comeback, Soul Surfer, don't miss it.)

You may never have a run-in with a shark, lose a limb, or have a movie
made of your life. Likewise, you may never be thrown into a fiery furnace,
tossed to the lions, or face down a nine-foot-tall Philistine. You may never
put your life at risk simply by visiting your husband, the king, uninvited. But
| bet you have at least one faith story to tell, some occasion that required
you to step out in faith, that took perseverance, that necessitated God's
help. Maybe you've had to make a choice between following God or
following the crowd. Maybe you've faced a bully, or you've spoken up for
someone who couldn't stand up for him- or herself, or you've made the
wise choice when no one else did. Chances are, you've got several faith
stories under your belt by now, even if you're a teen, and kids need to
hear them.

That's why we're camping out in the book of Hebrews in June and July: so
kids can learn about faith (June) and perseverance (July) and how God
uses one to strengthen the other. Hebrews was written to encourage early
Christians to persevere in their faith.

Vacation Bible School
June 20-24, 2011

1 will praise thee; for | am fearfully
and wonderfully made
Psalm 139:14

Participants
FUMC Children’sMinistry:
137 K-5th Graders
20 2,3and 4 year olds
89 volunteers
246

First United Methodist Preschool:
69 children
7 teachers

Several children have accepted Christ and Miss Donnaisin the
process of scheduling follow up meetings with these children
and their parents.

Friday, June 24th - VBSFamily Night
Approx. 425 who attended enjoyed fellowship, food and music
by JDUB. The children had a great time on the bounce house,
the water dide and with Jonah the Whale.

Indiantown Children’s Mission
July 7, 14, 21, 28—9:00a.m. — Noon

Continued on page4...

Here's the lineup for July:

Week 1: When life seems impossible, remember what others did.
(God has been helping people through impossible situations from the very
beginning, and He'll help you, too. Looking back at what God has done in
others' lives can strengthen our faith and help us persevere. (A cloud of
witnesses, Hebrews 10:32-36; 11:32-40; 12:1)

Week 2: When life seems impossible, remember what Jesus did for
you. Jesus gave up heaven to come live here as a human being and do
what was necessary to save us. We can persevere because of what Jesus
did, and does, for us. (Keep your eyes on Jesus, Hebrews 12:2-3;
Matthew 28:20b)

Week 3: When life seems impossible, remember what God wants to
do in you. God is so powerful and good to us that He can take the worst
situation and use it to do something good for and in us. That's why we can
put our faith in Him and trust that He will help us persevere. (God our
Father, Hebrews 12:7,9-12)

Week 4: When life seems impossible, remember what you do can
help someone else's faith. God can use our circumstances to strengthen
our perseverance. Don't give up when things get tough, not just for your
own sake, but for others' as well. Your perseverance can encourage oth-
ers to keep going. (Persevere to strengthen others, Hebrews 12:12-15)

And for the fifth week of July, we'll be focusing on the "faith skill" of navi-
gating the Bible:

You can read it for yourself. The Bible is God's message to us. It tells us
what He wants us to know about Him, how much He loves us, and how to
have a relationship with Him. So it's important to know what's in it and how
to use it. (Paul, Silas, and the Bereans, Acts 17)

(rethink 2011)

WEEKLY GODTIME CARDS AND FRIDGE DOOR ON CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY LINK OF CHURCH WEBSITE. WWW.STUARTFUMC.ORG
CLICK ON CHILDREN'’'S MINISTRY LINK AT LEFT ON HOMEPAGE,
SCROLL DOWN AND YOU WILL FIND THESE HOME RESOURCES
LISTED PER WEEK. PRINT IT OUT AND USE IT AT THE DINNER
TABLE OR FOR DAILY FAMILY DEVOTIONS.

chlldren

wil be prodaimed ougnout fhe wor

e<timony 1O al the naions.

Thislocal mission experience for our
children and the children of Indiantown is
made possible by the Florida Conference

Lockmiller grant and FUMC missions.

Call Children’s & Family Ministry Office to
Volunteer. We need 8 people tovolunteer
one Sunday amonth. 9:30 am.- 10:30 am.

God has blessed us with babies.
Praise the Lord!
T12-281-6202 %2218
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Celebration Choir Notes

A specia welcome to Pam Trembly who will
be our director for the month of July. Come
and join the summer choir. Rehearsals will
be Thursday evenings from 6:30-7:30 in the
choir room. All singers welcome!

Foj
_ BT

99 for One leads our 9:30am contemporary worship servicel
Rehearsals are Wednesday evening at 6:30pm. If you would like
to audition for thisministry, please contact Yun Lew at 287-6262
(ext. 2222) or at ylew@stuartfumc.org

July Mission of the Month

Blood Drive
FLORIDA  theBig Red Buswill be onsite
for the blood dri
SBEIIJQ%I% gm((jay(,).]ulyns\’llesgn

7:30am-12:30pm.

For an appointment to donate, please call Mary Sue Hawken
(evenings only) at 334-2514.

&

Pre-Scinool

Summer ishereand it isHOT, HOT, HOT. We will be staying
cool each Friday by splashing and dliding on our new water slide.

On Friday, July 1%, we will celebrate America with our annual
4" of July Parade. (Wewill be closed on Monday, July 4™ in
celebration of Independence Day.) We will have some barnyard
fun during our “Down on the Farm” week.

On Friday, July 22", we will make a spectacular igloo from ice
blocks that all children in the school will bring in. We will end
our month with a Journey to Outer Space.

Volunteer
Opportunities

in Children's Ministry

Have you noticed????

Children’s Ministry is growing. Would you be interested in volunteering for the

next Sunday School year?

We need volunteers to make phone calls weekly, send cards, be a buddy and build a
relationship, or serve on a specia event planning team. Many opportunities that do
not involve teaching. Of course, we can always use teachers. Please begin to pray
about this opportunity. Call the Children’s Ministry Office, 772-287-6262 X2218.

One Great Hour
of Sharing

UMCOR

United M ethodist Committee on Relief

In the spirit of Christ’slove, UMCOR (United Methodist Committee
on Relief) serves millions of people around the world through the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering. UMCOR'’s many ministries respond
to individuals and communities who suffer the effects of disasters,
such as flooding, civil unrest and violence, refugee crisis, landdlides,
famine or severe economic hardship. When the emergency ends then
UMCOR's recovery work beginsto provide food, clothing, shelter and
medicine. These ministries continue long after media attention and
public interest has faded.

Y our financial gifts do remarkable things: Feed people with food and
hope, wrap babies in warmth and love and empower communities with
skills and support. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is absolute-
ly essential to UMCOR for their humanitarian aid and relief efforts.
Please make your check payable to FUMC, earmarked for UMCOR.
To learn more about UMCOR visit: www.umcor.org

A
4

Because...

When | laugh with a child at something silly,
when | comfort a child and the crying stops,
when we marvel together at something
amazing,
or when a child feels loved by me ...

If 1 look in that child's eyes,
if the child looks back at me,
if 1 look at just the right angle,
and if | really let myself...

I can see the eyes of Christ,
only for a split second,
but there they are.

It's hard for me to fully understand how,
and even tougher to explain why,
but there they are.

And every time this happens,
this brief glimpse of Jesus in a child's eyes,
I know I'm forever changed.
Because Jesus is looking back at me.

(Anonymous Children’s Ministry Volunteer)




Our Church Finances General Expense Fund
through May 31, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010
Revenues:
General Income 560,026.84 581,675.66
Expenses:
Conference Expenses 48,826.70 57,837.10
Operating Expenses 443,821.35 460,807.22
Fellowship Expenses 2,952.65 2,517.88
Worship Expenses 8,773.88 7,930.02
Discipleship Expenses 22,761.42 32,948.75
Serving Ministry Expenses 215.99 7,029.37
Total Expenses 527,351.99 569,070.34
Increase (decrease) in net assets  32,674.85 12,605.32
Net assets, beginning of year 201,074.38 245,840.27
Net assets, end of month 233,749.23 258,445.59

Our Church Family

We wish to extend
Christian Sympathy to:
The Beres and Moore fami-
lies on the death of daughter,
wife, mother Lauree Moore

Zillah Kindred on the death
of her husband, Charles

Alice Wood on the death of
her husband, Bert

Tom and Gail Rounds on the
death of their son

Anniversary Wishes
Congratulations to Bud and Alice
Rockhill who celebrated their 68"
wedding anniversary on June 20"

Congratulations to Bill and Jay
Locker who are celebrating their
53rd wedding anniversary on July
19™

Memorials
In Loving Memory of:

Charles Foley
Given by:

Ed & Julie Staple
Don & RitaHayes
Jeannette Rutledge

Jere & Beverly Williams
Esther Fitzgerald
William & Lorraine DeNeill
Harold & Patsy Jackson
Charles & Lillie Wood
Gordon & Lois Kettering
Earl & Judy Owen
Ruth Kennedy

Onein a Million—Journey to Your Promised Land

Do you desire to fully engage in the abundant
life God has waiting for those who will allow
Him to take the lead in daily living?
“Onein aMillion: Journey to Your Promised
Land” isawomen's Bible study by Priscilla
Shirer that will show us how.

Priscilla Shirer

Each Tuesday morning from 9:30-11:30, July
5— August 14, is an opportunity for you to
experience your deliverance from strongholds,
to conquer your wilderness living, and to claim
your God-given inheritance.

journsy to your m——

This seven week Scriptural study will empower us to know why we can
believe in God's promises and learn together with other women on the
same journey. Please call the church office today to reserve your spot -
287-6262. Complimentary childcare will be provided with advance
reservations.

WildFireisarelaxed
non-threatening group for
anyone in their 20s and 30s
who islooking for a fun way
to enhance their life with God
through interactive Bible
studies, activities and
fellowship.

Tuesdays 7:00pm a Torch's
House (316 Manor Drive)

Our Chef

Introducing Chef Gregory Grant, who graduated from a New Jersey
Culinary School in 1989 and who provides the mouth-watering
delights served at our Wednesday Night Dinners.

Greg was born in Trinidad, but moved to New Jersey at a young age.

Hejoined the Coast Guard, where he served for 4 years as a Seaman

First Class on an Ice Breaker at the South Pole. Greg issingle, prob-
ably due to the fact that he doesn’'t have much free time because of

all his commitments. Heisthe chef at Eagle Marsh in Jensen Beach,
aswell asworking for Club Med and the Greenside Café, both in
Port St. Lucie. Greg'sfavorite restaurant is the Double Dragon in

Port St. Lucie, where he enjoys their Thai food.

In addition to the Wednesday night dinners, you will be savoring
Greg's delicious offerings at special events during the year.

Submitted by Guy English, Staff Paris Relations Committee.
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Happy 4th of July

Find out more: visit www.stuartfumc.org

Sunday Worship:

Traditional at 8:00 and 11:00am
Contemporary at 9:30am

Nursery available during services.
Sunday School at 9:30am

Tuesdays:
Manna Kitchen
(Free Community Meal from 5-6:00pm.)

Wednesdays:
Family Dinner from 5-6:00pm
(Reservations by Monday at noon, ph: 287-6262)

Fridays:
Celebrate Recovery 7:00pm

Church Office: (772) 287-6262 Preschool: (772) 287-6265
Mission House: (772) 781-0223 (Mon-Fri: 9am-12 noon)
If you wish to receive Steeple Echoes by emailsinstead of a printed
copy, please email: gteed@stuartfumc.org

Church Staff

Pastor Phillip Short
pshort@stuartfumc.org
Dr. Susan Schmidt Administrative Pastor/Director of Missions
sschmidt4949@yahoo.com

Dee Blount
dblount@stuartfumc.org

Yun Lew and Sherry Rasmussen
ylew@stuartfumc.org
Donna Lewis
dlewis@stuartfumc.org
Chris Buehler
cbuehler@stuartfumc.org
Alex “Torch” Kumpf
akumpf@stuartfumc.org
Pam Barbour
pbarbour@stuartfumc.org
Office Staff:

Linda Warren

Geraldine Teed

Senior Pastor

Fellowship Ministry

Music Ministry
srasmussen@stuartfumc.org

Director of Children & Families Ministry

Youth Director

Ministerial Intern

Preschool Director

Iwarren@stuartfumc.org

gteed@stuartfumc.org

Maintenance Staff: call or email the church office
Steve Blanton, Trudy Eggleston, Kevin Perry, Tony Ruela



