
February Virtue—Honor

Stop and think about someone you really admire.
Are you thinking of someone? Whether that person is a teacher, coach, friend or family member, he or she is 
valuable to you. You recognize that this person is important because what they do impacts your life. But did 
you know that everyone is valuable? That's right. Your boss, your mailman, your babysitter and your neigh-
bor—they are all valuable.

Every person has value, not because of what they do, but because each and every person has been put together 
by God. When God created people, He made them in His image. That means every person alive today has 
been put together in the likeness of God. So every person has value. And it’s our job to help everyone feel like 
they are valuable.

When we show other people how valuable they really are, we are showing them honor. There are many ways 
to honor someone. Moses gave us the Ten Commandments to teach us to honor our mother and father (Exodus 
20:12). Paul taught us to honor the authorities who have been placed over us on earth (Romans 13:1). When 
Jesus was on earth, He taught us to honor everyone—even those who are overlooked and unpopular.

Jesus showed other people how valuable they really were by spending time with them. He ate dinner with peo-
ple who usually ate alone. He served people who were used to doing the serving. He paid attention to people 
who normally didn't get a lot of attention. If Jesus thought it was important to honor everyone, then we should 
follow His example.

This February, we’re taking on the Ultimate Challenge of showing the highest degree of honor. We’ll be look-
ing to David as a mentor and exploring his life in 1 and 2 Samuel, and we will define honor as “letting some-
one know you see how valuable they really are.”

In week 1, we’re looking at how God chooses the next king from an unexpected place—the youngest boy 
watching sheep in the fields (1 Samuel 16:1-13). We’ll notice that God doesn’t see as the world sees; He looks 
at the heart instead. Bottom line: Honor those who are overlooked.

This Bible story sets up the month and God’s pattern to honor people in unexpected ways and encouraging us 
to do the same. To do this, it will help to memorize our monthly verse: “Love each other deeply. Honor others 
more than yourselves,” Romans 12:10, NIrV. 

In week 2, we’re discovering that honor can also be shown between friends. In this Bible story, we’re intro-
duced to the current king, Saul, and his son, Jonathan. These two may be related, but they have very different 
responses to David’s role in their lives and his rising popularity (1 Samuel 18:1-4 & 5-9). 

Saul is increasingly more concerned about his own status and power. But Jonathan values his relationship with 
David more. He doesn’t just say so in words, but also through his actions, sharing important things like his 
armor and weapons. Bottom Line: Honor others more than yourself. 


